Thanksgiving ~ 2020
Dear friends,
Wow! In spite of the uncertainty since March — the heaviness, the insecurity, the overwhelming
responsibilities, we can say THANK YOU, LORD with all our heart!
It’s nearly THANKSGIVING for our friends in the USA so we thought we would combine this RAJ
Ministries update with a THANKSGIVING greeting from us.
Since our last update in June, much has happened . . .

Campus life ~
We continue with a routine. No one leaves the campus unless it’s a desperate need, like going to
the bank, etc. This is done only by male staff. Purchasing of vegetables is still the same system.
We have had some scary moments when the senior citizens on our campus have fallen sick. We
are very thankful to God for one of the parents who lives in the bazaar and is a doctor. He sees
our people in his home and has been very kind to us. We are grateful to God that, besides the
odd fever, chills, and coughs, we have had no major illnesses. We can sense His hand on us! The
greatest fear is a dental problem as there is no dentist here in Rupaidiha. But, praise God, even
though we did have a staff member who was
complaining of pain and a filling that came out,
the problem calmed down with some ibuprofen.
Whew! We sure were glad! Our faith is being
tested, tried, and pushed to its limits daily, but
God is faithful.

Mahima Niwas ~
The girls are busy with their new norm of studies —
online instead of in‐person education. They are happy
they don’t need to wear uniforms. They have a routine
where they troop off to the school office to use ten
devices among 68 girls! These devices are set up in
places where we get internet. There are
groups of girls dispersed on the
veranda, under the shed, outside the
classroom, etc. Varying groups of girls
huddle around one device to listen to
the teaching.
These are huge
challenges for us specially as we cannot
afford a device for every girl. Nevertheless, we have had exams and the girls have performed well.
Praise God!
We had to make a new adjustment regarding our oldest girls in college. Due
to the instability of the current Covid‐19 situation and the loneliness of being
cooped up in a hostel with nothing to do, we brought them
back here and enrolled them in a local college. It’s not
the best but they can pursue their music classes online,
help in the office, help in Mahima Niwas with their
younger “sisters”, and take an active part in our church
worship and activities. This has been good for all of us.
Four of them are pursuing a course in the Associate
Board of Royal School of Music and will be appearing for
their Grade 1 exam in November. They are passionate about their studies.

For the first time ever in the history of our entire district, there will be a girl playing the violin!
Please pray for their exam as it will be extremely challenging, given the sensitivity of the exam
and the poor connectivity of the internet. It will be held on the 9th November.
We have just harvested our rice crop. It has been a good harvest and we
are so thankful to God for His provisions. We also harvested our very first
rice crop from the new land we acquired recently. There were times when
we had water problems and couldn’t irrigate. Also, cattle strayed in and
ate the crop in some areas. Still,
we had a great harvest. As
always, the girls helped in
planting and harvesting the rice, a
physically taxing job.
As we write this to you, our fields are being prepared for a wheat planting. Our buffaloes supply
us faithfully with milk every day. Throughout the Covid‐19 lockdown, we have been able to make
cottage cheese, yogurt, and golden milk (milk mixed with turmeric for immune system support)
on a daily basis.
We are very thankful that there have been no major illnesses. Currently, however, the Dengue
fever has become an epidemic. As the monsoons have come to an end, stagnant water everywhere
has been a breeding ground for mosquitoes that carry the Dengue virus. Three of our staff family
outside the campus were admitted to hospitals in Lucknow recently and are in serious condition.
We pray that the Lord will protect us.

Finances~
We praise our wonderful Jehovah Jireh, which means “God is our
provider”. We have lacked nothing to feed our family, our Mahima
Niwas girls, and our SEEMA ladies. We have ample rice from last year’s
harvest such that none have gone hungry. Such a miracle! Also, our generator that usually

breaks down every summer stayed running! We are very grateful to God our Father for supplying
all our basic needs of food, shelter, and safety!
Every month, we have been able to pay the salaries for our support staff. We
are joyous that they can
feed their families
without going into debt.
Our funds are such that
we have had to pay our teaching staff in
installments but at least they are getting some
amount. The building work has also carried on. Even though work stopped during the Covid‐
19 lockdown, we have been able to resume construction. What a miracle! THANK YOU, LORD!
We value your prayers for the final installment that we must pay that will make the land ours.
Although we have no pressure from owner, we really want to get this over. It’s because of this new
land that we will have more than sufficient rice to feed all our girls. For those of you who have
seen, you know that they can eat an impressive mountain of rice!

Rupaidiha Christian Fellowship ~
We haven’t opened the doors for the public since
March. However, our
congregation is comprised
of all on campus and that
is more than a hundred
people! In the past we have
found that members are very laid back about giving and supporting
missions. They feel it’s the responsibility of “Uncle and Aunty” (Roy and
me). However, this lockdown and pandemic situation have brought a
positive change. In these difficult times when their salaries are being given

in small installments, the giving has gone up! Praise God who often uses unusual, difficult
circumstances to soften the hearts of people.

Reaching Out ~
With the increased giving, we are supporting pastors in Nepal who have had no tithes coming in
due to no church services since March. The churches are very needy and have no access to the
internet. We hear some really sad stories of pastors who have no food. As soon as we hear of this,
we send some support from our missions offering and they are so grateful and overjoyed.
Please do remember the pastors in the rural areas of Nepal.
The work in Jharkhand continues and there have been baptisms of new believers in Jharkhand
and Nepal. We are sending regular monthly support to Pastor Bishnu and Pastor Kishor.
Coming from a tiny church like ours, this is a huge achievement.
PRAISE GOD!

Shalom Raj Niwas Jharkhand ~
The Boys’ Home in Jharkhand is running well. Pastor Kishor is
faithfully serving the people there. In the beginning of this year,
we prayed that God would enable us to complete the Boys’ Home
by the end of this year. Then Covid‐19 came
along. Still, we have a very faithful God.
2020 is not over yet. Just the roof has to go
up and then the boys can shift from their
tin roof home to a proper concrete home.
We will be so grateful if the boys can move
into a concrete home with proper roof
before the torrential monsoon rains come
in June. Please pray for this basic need of
shelter! Our boys are doing well otherwise.

Our oldest boy has not been successful in his high school but now he is receiving the extra help
he needs. He is so motivated to study, even though he has one blind eye.

SEEMA (Social Endeavor to Elevate Mahima Awareness) ~
“Mahima” means women in Hindi. SEEMA is plodding along. We are unable to pay full salaries
due to Covid‐19 causing the shutdown of in‐
person sales opportunities in the U.S. (our
major source off SEEMA funding currently)
but we have been able to keep the ladies
employed half‐time all these months. Because
of the consistent pay, the ladies have been
really blessed with the ability to buy basic food
for themselves and their children. We are very grateful to God for Heather and Todd Johnson in
Wisconsin, USA. They have been working tirelessly for the past two years selling SEEMA products
at in‐person events. Now with Covid‐19 shutdowns, they created a website where people can buy
SEEMA products online! Please visit the new website and share with everyone you know:
www.seemausa.com.
The SEEMA ladies are working hard to learn
macrame and are doing a great job. It’s taking
long as they are illiterate, but we will get there!
They have made some really good designs. We
hope to make these available online soon.
Christmas is around the corner and if you are looking for gifts, we encourage you to have a look
at all our SEEMA products online.

AGC School ~
Even though some schools have reopened in the village, we continue to stay closed and conduct
studies online. We are the only school that is maintaining a good schedule online and we have

even held examinations and Inter House competitions. However, the teaching staff are way
behind in their salaries as there is a lack of finances. The parents run small local businesses and
as the Nepal border has been sealed since March they are suffering greatly s there are no
customers. Merchandise has been rotting as well. Hence the condition is rather grim. Please do
uphold this situation in prayer.

On the family front ~
Our children are all well. Our grandchildren, five in all, are growing well and we bond virtually
through FaceTime, videos etc. Our littlest one, Narayan, will be one‐year‐old in November and is
learning to walk.
Rachel is very busy with her school studies online, her piano and art online, and a hundred other
things she does to keep herself busy! She will be twelve on 16th November. What a joy and
blessing she is to us! She plays the piano sometimes in church for worship and will be appearing
for the Grade One exam for the ABRSM soon.
Roy and I are plodding along as well. We have a
routine we follow daily. We keep having scares
sometimes with heart palpitations (Roy) and
blood pressure spikes (me) but there is no doctor
here. A doctor I consulted in Lucknow wants me
to have an EKG but that means going to Lucknow
and Lucknow is full of Covid‐19. So, we keep up
our daily regimen of exercising, eating healthy
food, and making sure we have our medication. The rest is in our loving Fathers’ hands. He
knows best. Please pray for our health.

Some of our urgent prayer requests ~
Christmas is around the corner. We are collecting candy and Christmas gifts for our girls.
We have discovered that anyone can send us gifts through Amazon India. We get them

delivered right to our doorstep! Now that’s something exciting and very modern! So, if you
want to send us candy, warm clothes, toys, books, etc., you can do it through Amazon India.
It is very good for us to order and receive through Amazon as it is still not safe for us to go
to the crowded areas for our shopping.
We still need to finalize the purchase of the new land. For this we must pay the last
instalment.
We really need to complete the Boys Home roof in Jharkhand before monsoon season in
June. Please do uphold this urgent need in prayer.
Please pray for good SEEMA sales online. All profits go to the ladies.
How can we say a big enough THANK YOU for all your prayer support, financial support, and
LOVE? Yes, it surely is THANKSGIVING!
May God bless you and keep you,
Roy and Jenny

I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers.
Ephesians 1:16

